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a national army. Lord Campbell says that when the
duty on French wine was raised to pay for the
American War, they "agreed to dissolve the 'Poker/
and to form another society which should exist with-
out consumption of any excisable commodity/5 "When
the duties were again reduced by Pitt's French Treaty
in 1786, a Younger Poker Club arose, but Pitt's
master, who had contributed so substantially to this
revival of patriotism, was too old or too indifferent to
become a member.

In one other important Edinburgh project the
Glasgow professor played a prominent part. In 1755
an Edinburgh Review was started to supply the rising
authors of North Britain with the stimulus of sympa-
thetic criticism, Wedderburn, then a young advocate,
was chosen editor; Robertson and Smith were contri-
butors in chief, But only two numbers appeared of this
precursor in name and in intention of the most famous
and successful review ever launched in our islands.
Smith's two articles are of considerable, although of
unequal, interest. The first and less important is a
review of Or. Johnson's Dictionary. " When we com-
pare this book with other dictionaries," writes the
critic, " the merit of its author appears very extra-
ordinary/' In previous English dictionaries the chief
purpose had been to explain hard words and terms of
art; "Mr. Johnson has extended his views much further,
and has made a very full collection of all the different
meanings of each English word, justified by examples
from authors of good reputation." The defects of the
work consisted chiefly in the plan, which was not
sufficiently grammatical, To show what he meant he
took Johnson's articles on but and humour, appending